CHAPTER V

THE  TROUBLES   OF  PENN   AND   HIS   SONS

THE material prosperity of Penn's Holy Experi-
ment kept on proving itself over and over again
every month of the year. But meantime great
events were taking place in England. The period
of fifteen years from Penn's return to England
in 1684, until his return to Pennsylvania at the
close of the year of 1699, was an eventful time in
English history. It was long for a proprietor to
be away from his province, and Penn would have
left a better reputation if he had passed those
fifteen years in his colony, for in England during
that period he took what most Americans believe to
have been the wrong side in the Revolution of 1688.
Penn was closely tied by both interest and
friendship to Charles II and the Stuart family.
When Charles II died in 1685 and his brother, the
Duke of York*, ascended the throne as James II,
Penn was equally bound to him, because among
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